Music 240: Listening to Music Literature

spring 2006

Instructor: Nicholas Poss -- Mershon 407, 614-292-6400, poss.3@osu.edu 

Office Hours: Monday 1:30-3:30 or by appointment 

Meetings and Credit: Two hours of class per week.  1 credit hour.            

Required Text: A. Ashby, Supplemental Course Packet for Music 240; available at Grade A Notes, 22 E. 17th Ave., 614-299-9999

Objectives: This course will teach students to hear and recognize the elements and procedures that underlie musical style: textures, melodic structure and phrasing, timbre, rhythmic and metrical patterns, formal patterns, and so on.  It will do so largely by aural analysis of masterworks from the 18th through the 20th centuries; selections will vary in genre, medium, and scope.  Since all work will take place in the classroom, it is likely that an individual piece or movement will be played several times in class.  While it is hoped that students will apply the listening skills they acquire in this class to their work in the studio and elsewhere, the immediate intent of the course is to prepare students for Music 241-243; to that end, styles and genres will be placed in very general historical context, and the course will include a brief overview of the standard style periods of Western music history.

 Evaluation: S/U, as based on attendance and participation (50%) and brief weekly quizzes that will test understanding of classroom work (50%).  The quizzes will ask you to identify pieces of music and link them with appropriate historical style periods as well as appropriate descriptions of form, style, scale, rhythm, etc.  Since there is no work required outside the classroom, attendance requirements are strict: no more than one unexcused absence, no more than five excused absences (e.g., for documented illness or ensemble tours).  Work missed as a result of absence will be made up in a manner to be determined by the instructor.

Textbook and Readings: None.  Principal vocabulary, listening outlines of selected pieces, etc., will be provided in the course packet.  Recordings will be put on reserve for optional review.

 Schedule: 
Week 1          (M) Introduction; acoustics, timbre, and instruments
                     (W) What is musical style?
Week 2          (M) An intro to historical style periods & the Middle Ages
                     (W) Renaissance music
Weeks 3-4     Selected works from the Late Baroque era
Weeks 5-6     Selected works from the Classical era
Weeks 7-8     Selected works from the Romantic era
Weeks 9-10   Selected works from the twentieth century 

Disability services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office of Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Academic misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp). 

